An Erse version of the BIBLE.      [A.D.ITOO.
beautiful little Fairy tale in prose, written with exquisite simplicity, is one of Johnson's productions; and I cannot with-hold from Mrs. Thrale the praise of being the authour of that admirable poem,' The Three Warnings.'
He wrote this year a letter, not intended for publication, which has, perhaps, as strong marks of his sentiment and style, as any of his compositions. The original is in my possession. It is addressed to the late Mr. William Drum-mond, bookseller in Edinburgh, a gentleman of good family, but small estate, who took arms for the house of Stuart in 1745 ; and during his concealment in London till the act of general pardon came out obtained the acquaintance of Dr. Johnson, who justly esteemed him as a very worthy man. It seems, some of the members of the society in Scotland for propagating Christian knowledge, had opposed the scheme of translating the holy scriptures into the Erse or Gaelick language, from political considerations of the disadvantage of keeping up the distinction between the Highlanders and the other inhabitants of North - Britain. Dr. Johnson being informed of this, I suppose by Mr. Drum-mond, wrote with a generous indignation as follows:
'• To MR. WILLIAM DRUMMOND.
'SiR,
' I did not expect to hear that it could be, in an assembly convened for the propagation of Christian knowledge, a question whether any nation uninstructed in religion should receive instruction,
the first that observed the emission of the electrical spark from a human body.   The best lines are the following:—
' Now, hoary Sage, pursue thy happy flight, With swifter motion haste to purer light, Where Bacon waits with Newton and with Boyle To hail thy genius, and applaud thy toil; Where intuition breaks through time and space, And mocks experiment's successive race; Sees tardy Science toil at Nature's laws, And wonders how th' effect obscures the cause. Yet not to deep research or happy guess Is owed the life of hope, the death of peace.'—p. 42.
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